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Listening and Attention  

30-50 months:

· Share a favourite story with a child, when you come to repeated refrain (for example: Oh help oh not it’s a Gruffalo”) pause before the last word and ask your child to fill it in. Try this with a wide range of stories, rhyming tales and nursery rhymes. 

· As your child’s confidence with the task above develops and they are able to fill in longer phrases ask them to retell you the events of favourite tales and songs. 

· During story time stop before a key event and ask them what they think may happen next, if they find this tricky point to the illustrations and see if they can spot any clues there. Make some suggestions, “maybe the fox will hide from the mouse? Let’s see.”

· Make a picnic or play scene with your child’s favourite toys (teddies, dolls or action figures are great). Give your child instructions for the picnic and watch carefully that they can follow them. For example: “Pour some tea for teddy, sit dolly next to Woody.” You can develop this by adding more complex instructions ( First, give teddy a blanket, then put Barbie inside the car.)

· During a family meal or walk take turns to discuss the things you see, make sure each family takes a turn to observe what they can see or ask a question, make sure your child listens carefully to others speaking and waits their turn to answer or comment. A good way to start could be, “I can see a tree it is tall and has green leaves, can you see anything else with green leaves?”

Understanding

30-50 months:

· Ask your child to take part in some basic household chores once a day. (Hanging out washing, cutting vegetables, dusting etc etc). While they are helping you discuss the purpose of each job and why you use the tools you do. Ask them simple questions such as: “Why do the plants need water? What do we use the hoover for?” If they are unable to answer something explain it very simply and remind them next time you share the chores. This can be extended to things you spot on your walks or interesting things you see on the TV.

· Using any favourite toy and box or blanket. Ask your child to put the toy inside, next to, behind, on top of, underneath and in front of the other item. If they are unsure model by placing the items in the right place and say “look, now Teddy is under the box”. Try to comment of other household items and there position or things you spot on your daily walk. “Look, the car is next to the garage.”
· Ask a Question. Take turns to play a game where you and your child ask each other questions. Encourage your child to answer is full sentences using as much detail as they can. For example:

“What’s your favourite ice cream flavour?”

“My favourite flavour is strawberry because I love pink.”
Speaking

30-50 months:

· Make a puppet (see Expressive Arts and Design). Use the puppet to make a theatre show. Encourage your child to use their voice, words and story-telling skills to bring the puppet to life. Maybe make one for each family member to extend the story.

· Challenge your child to learn new words, using games you play often and know they enjoy swap regular words for new ones. For example: If you often play hide and seek you could say; “Well done, you hid beneath the table” or while taking a walk you could teach them the names of new plants or animals: “There’s a frog, it is amphibious.”

· Practice changing your voice when you read stories of sing songs. You can make your voice reflect the characters in the stories or show the type of song or story you are sharing. After time your child will begin to do the same. If you find this tricky, you might like to watch some of the teachers sharing stories on the school You Tube channel. When your child is playing with you ask them, “how do you think the wolf might talk?” to encourage this skill. 

· A short time after a shared event such as family meal or playing in a paddling pool ask your child an open ended question (for example, “tell me about the paddling pool?”) encourage your child to describe what they did/eat/saw/played). An example of this would be “I went in paddling pool, played boats, all wet!!” or “Nanny came, we had ice cream and she gave me a windmill.”

· Encourage your child to use longer words and develop their “grown up” language, especially when trying to link sentences. For example if your child says: “I goed pre school today, I seed Jim. He goed on slide.” Repeat back to them, “Ah you went to preschool today and you saw Jim, then he went to play on slide.” Offer lots of praise when your child begins to speak in this way and always model the type of speech you want to hear more of as this is much more effective than correcting a child. 

· Ask a Question. Take turns to play a game where you and your child ask each other questions. Encourage your child to answer is full sentences using as much detail as they can. For example:

“What’s your favourite ice cream flavour?”

“My favourite flavour is strawberry because I love pink.”

