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YEAR 1 Useful Information
All of the children have settled well into the school routines in Year one. 

Please find some information below that we hope will give you an insight into some of the work that your child will be covering during this half term. 

English/Topic
This term the children will develop a variety of skills in different areas of the curriculum. Work in English will centre around listening to, learning and rewriting stories, We will look at different ways to start a story and repetitive language in text. We will also focus on different stories by the popular children's authors.  
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This is taught daily in Year One and referred to throughout all lessons. During these sessions, children practise letter patterns that make particular sounds and they are taught to blend to read and to segment to spell. Letter patterns in Phases 2,3,4 & 5 can be found on the school website should you wish to practise them at home with your child.

Tricky & High Frequency Words

Please continue to practise the word lists at the front of the reading diary with your child. These consist of high frequency words (that often appear in reading books) as well as tricky words (words that can't be sounded out but form an important part of their reading knowledge). Little and often is the best approach, your support with this is much appreciated.
Spellings
The spelling tests will be starting later on this term. Your child will be given a spelling book and an accompanying letter to explain the process. New spellings will be provided on a Friday and the test will be delivered on the following Friday. 

Reading
We aim to hear the children read their individual reading book at least once a week. Please try and read as often as possible at home, daily if possible. We also hear the children read during regular guided reading sessions. Our focus, when we hear the children read, is not just about reading the words but also checking their understanding of what they are reading through discussion about characters, settings, events in the story or key facts or information in a non-fiction book. 
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Maths

Maths lessons will focus on developing skills in number.  We regularly work in a practical way and encourage children to explain their reasoning. Our main focus is place value, which includes; number recognition and correct formation, ordering numbers, understanding more and less, number sequencing, estimation, counting on and back from any given number and writing numbers as words. Key vocabulary includes; forwards, backwards, fewer, more than, less than, least and most. 
Topic

In Science the children will learn about basic parts of the body and they will explore the senses through a variety of practical activities. We will also focus on seasonal change and the children will record their observations of summer moving into Autumn. In Geography, we will start to look at our local environment and we will record changes in weather in the form of a weather diary. 
RE

We will be looking at some of the important religious festivals linked to different religions and we will explore the theme of ‘belonging’. 
P4C
P4C will teach the children to express their point of view about different topics; they will become more familiar with the terms ‘agree’ and ‘disagree’ and they will learn to give reasons to support an opinion.
PSHE

During these sessions we will focus on developing further understanding of the Golden Rules. Work during Health and Safety fortnight will enable children to ask visitors questions and they will take part in a range of exciting activities to reinforce important messages.

Computing

The children will learn simple programming skills using a Bee-Bot during computing sessions and will focus on logging on using a username and password.
Music

Mrs Collins will be teaching the children to follow a simple rhythm using percussion instruments as well as songs in preparation for the harvest assembly. 

Art
Art lessons will enable the children to develop their experience of observational drawing, painting and collage as well as colour mixing.
PE
Badgers, Squirrels and Hedgehogs will have a Sport’s Coach in for a PE lesson once a week. Other PE lessons take place on Thursdays. This half term, the children will be practising a range of PE skills inside and out. Please ensure that your child has an appropriate PE kit for sessions inside and outside, please make sure that all items are named. Please check regularly that their plimsolls or trainers fit appropriately. Children with long hair should have it tied back and any children with earrings should have them removed on PE days or should be provided with tape to cover earrings themselves before the PE lesson.[image: image4.png]
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We would like you to continue to complete the Home/School Diary on a daily basis.  Please ensure you initial the book when you have heard your child read as they will only be able to change their reading books on Mondays and Thursdays if the books have been completed and signed by you. Please can you help your child to fill in the “smiley faces” daily as this gives us a strong indication of how they feel about their time in school and we can discuss any issues/concerns they might have. Teachers will collect the diaries in each week to sign them.  If you have written any notes for us in the communication box please ensure your child shows such notes to the class teacher/teaching assistant on entry.
Homework

We are looking forward to seeing the work completed by your children in their homework books. The work is designed to take about 20 minutes to complete (but if your child is particularly enthusiastic do not take this as a hard and fast rule!). The books will be given out on alternate Fridays, and should be returned to school by a week the following Wednesday. Please do come and talk to the teacher or teaching assistant if there is a concern with homework. We would encourage you to support your child with their homework as necessary, but would love all recorded work to be their own. Just a reminder that the “discussion” element of the homework does not need to be recorded.

Events
We have a notice boards in our Year 1 waiting area. Important dates and messages will be noted on the board. We encourage you to read the newsletter as lots of important information is included in it.  

We are pleased to see that so many children are coming into school independently ready to start their school day.  Please continue to encourage your child to do this, as it is so important to develop their independence. 
As the weather becomes colder, please ensure that your child comes appropriately dressed with named coats. The children do spend time outside on a daily basis.

If you need to speak with your child’s class teacher please pass a message via the Teaching Assistant in the morning or contact the office to make a mutually convenient appointment.  
Thank you for your continued support and co-operation. 

Yours sincerely 

Year One Team
Possible Activities To Do:
Listed below are some general ideas for activities you can do at home with your child to support their learning. Please encourage your child to bring into school any activities they complete to share with the class. 
English
· Read different versions of a familiar story and talk about how they are similar or different.

· Encourage retelling of familiar stories with key repeated phrases eg in The Enormous Turnip, 'They pulled and pulled and pulled but still the turnip would not come out.'
· Suggest different story starters to a known story.

Seasonal changes 
· Choose a tree you see or pass regularly and note the changes it goes through over the coming weeks.

· Look for changes in the plants and trees in the park/your garden. Relate this to the changing season from summer to autumn. Look for seeds growing on plants and trees, or lying on the ground, and discuss the colours of the leaves.

· Walk around a local woods/park. Discuss how we take care of these places – not picking flowers/leaves, not dropping litter.

· When visiting a park or woodland area, look for signs of animal tracks and homes. You will have to look carefully and be very quiet!

· Visit an allotment or garden where vegetables are grown and let children see what they look like growing. Talk to them about how they need to be looked after.

· Find out about which vegetables grow or are harvested in each season. There is a strong focus on learning about the seasons and what happens in each one in the curriculum for this year.

Useful websites
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/resources/ select the 4-7 age range and the area you are interested in (e.g. Maths, science etc.). This brings up a list of relevant activities/games you can choose from depending on your child’s interests.
· http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk a wide variety of ideas for activities to do with your children to help them explore their local area and widen their knowledge of the natural environment.
· www.sciencekids.com
