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Welcome 
Welcome to the Foundation Stage at John Hampden, Wendover.  The Foundation Stage is important in its own right, and in preparing children for later schooling. Children joining our Foundation Stage have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to one of a range of settings that exist in our community. The early years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:	

· it builds on what our children already know and can do;
· it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;
· it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, it offers content that matches the needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;
· it provides a rich and stimulating environment.
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Our Curriculum                                    
In the Foundation Stage we follow the ‘The Early Years Foundation Stage’ Curriculum (EYFS). The EYFS applies to children from birth to five.
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is based on four overarching principles –
A Unique Child – Every child is constantly learning from birth and can be resilient, capable, confident and self assured.
Positive Relationships – Enabling children to be strong and independent from a base of secure relationships.
Enabling Environments – The environment plays an essential role in children’s learning and development, particularly when there is a strong relationship between practitioners and parents and/or carers.
Learning and Developing – Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.	

In the EYFS there are seven areas of learning and development including three ‘prime’ areas and ‘four’ specific areas.  Prime areas are fundamental to building a child’s capacity to learn and thrive. They move through to support development in all other areas. The three prime areas are:

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development.
Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. The four specific areas are
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Art and Design
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Through our provision we provide the following activities and experiences for children.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
Communication and Language development involves giving children
opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.
Physical Development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; to develop their co-ordination, control and movement. Children will be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and begin to read and write. Children will be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems and other written materials) to ignite interest.
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces and measures.
Understanding the World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.
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Central to the EYFS is the different ways in which children learn effectively. Therefore the following characteristics are essential to the curriculum we provide.

Playing and Exploring – children are enabled to investigate, experience and ‘have a go’ in a safe, supportive environment.
Active Learning – children are able to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements.
Creating and Thinking Critically – children develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.

Play is therefore at the core of the Foundation Stage Curriculum. Through play, in a secure environment with effective adult support, children can:
· Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world
· Practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills
· Learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules
· Be alone, be alongside others or cooperate as they talk or rehearse their feelings
· Take risks and make mistakes
· Think creatively and imaginatively
· Communicate with others as they investigate or solve problems
· Express fears or relive anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.

Young children learn most effectively when they are actively involved in a rich, stimulating curriculum which offers high quality first hand experiences. Our aim is to provide for well planned play experiences both indoors and outdoors. We provide a wide range of activities, these include – painting, drawing and writing, sand and water, construction, cookery, sewing, gluing/junk modelling, dough, role play/dressing up. We also provide other activities relating to topics and children’s interests.
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As early years educators our role is to:

· build a partnership with parents/carers, so that our children feel secure at school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;
· understand how children develop and learn, and how this affects our teaching;
· use a range of approaches that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk and other means of communication;
· provide a carefully planned curriculum that will enable children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage;
· provide activities that allow children to build on and extend their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social, and emotional abilities;
· encourage children to communicate and talk about their learning, and develop independence and self-management;
· support learning by providing appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and equipment;
· identify the progress and future learning needs of children through observations and share these with parents/carers;
· set clear aims for our work and regularly monitor, evaluate and improve what we do;
· ensure regular identification of training needs for all adults working in the Foundation Stage.







Our Foundation Stage is made up of four Foundation Stage Classes.
Meet The Foundation Stage Team:
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     Mrs Sue Barnes 			                   Mrs Steph Parkinson
       Head Teacher                                          Deputy Head Teacher
                                                                       and Foundation Stage  
                                                                                    Leader
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             Miss Donna Webb                                     Mrs Catherine Zucconi
[bookmark: _GoBack]           Caterpillars Class Teacher                      Teaching Assistant
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          Mrs Jo Mills                                                 Mrs Tracey Dale 
          Ladybirds Class Teacher                           Teaching Assistant	                                  
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               Mrs Tina Shrimpton                                Mrs Sarah  Fox 
                     Teacher				             Teaching Assistant
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Writing and Mark Making Area
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Discovery Area
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Sand Area                   Water Area                
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                 Creative Area
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           Construction Area
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Small World Area
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Reading Area
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Home Corner/Role Play Area
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Outside Area



                     Toilets
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We look forward to building positive relationships with you and your child during their time in the Foundation Stage. Please do not hesitate to approach us with any questions or concerns that you may have. We will always be happy to help.


The Foundation Stage Team
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