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Reading

30-50 months:

· Reading at least one story a day is THE MOST beneficial thing for your child’s reading skills. Try and look at a wide range of stories, including fairy tales and rhymes. If you need any help sourcing books please let Miss Burns know and I will post some videos.

· Make sure your child is able to explore written word in a range of ways, let them look at newspapers, websites (child safe) and leaflets. Read signs and displays together where possible.

· During story time stop before a key event and ask them what they think may happen next, if they find this tricky point to the illustrations and see if they can spot any clues there. Make some suggestions, “maybe the fox will hide from the mouse? Let’s see.” Ask them to tell you how the story might end.

· Sing nursery rhymes and actions songs/poems every day. Make sure your child can follow the actions and repeated phrases. There are lots of these on Cbeebies website.

· After reading a favourite story ask your child to describe the main characters in the story and what happened to them.

· When reading rhyming stories and nursery rhymes clap along with the rhythm. 

· Let you child look at books by themselves, ensure you spend time alongside them, comment on making sure the book is the right way up and that they turn the pages carefully.

· When reading a story use your finger to trace the words along the line. This helps the child to learn that print flows from left to right, top to bottom.

· Encourage your child to learn to spot their name when written down as well as familiar names such as family member, street signs and shop logos.

· Comment on rhymes, alliteration (Amy’s Apple) when you spot it in stories, songs and poems.

· Check out the Poetry Basket Videos on the school You Tube channel. Encourage your child to practise one a week.

Writing

30-50 months:

· Use as many things as can at home to build up pre-writing skills at home. Use sand, trays of rice, water and brushes, chalks and good old pen and paper. Practice loops, waves, wiggles and lines. Talk about how you make each shape. For example: “When I make a zig zag shape I go up and down, they look like teeth or mountains. This a great foundation for writing and extends these skills children have for forming letters if they are already writing.

· When your child is drawing or play writing, ask them to tell you what they have done. They will start to think about what marks they use more carefully and use repeated marks to achieve certain effects.

· Ask your child what they think different signs, displays and logos might say.

