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Number

30-50 months:

· Play hopscotch and What’s the Time Mr Wolf in your garden or park.

· Ask your child to recite numbers 1-10. Ask them to help you count out food or steps or simply clap along as you recite them.

· Whenever your child has a group of objects (berries on a plate, ducks in a bath) ask them “How many…..do you have?” and watch as they count them. Make sure they say each number as they point to the item.

· When chalking or drawing ask your child to write down how many trees/cars/dolls/wheels they can see. Start by asking them to make a dash or dot for each item or show the number with fingers, then build to written numbers.

· Place a group of cars/dolls/buttons/counters in front of your child and ask them to match a number (you can write several on a piece of paper for them) and match it to the number of cars/dolls/buttons/counters in front of them. Encourage them to count carefully and check they are correct.
· During a meal time try to make a meal where there are similar numbers of items on a plate (For example, four cheese squares, four tomatoes, four raisins) ask your child to see if they have the same in each pile.

· When working with buttons, counters or cars and discussing numbers, place the items in different piles (first 4 and 1, then 3 and 2) ask to count how many are there ALL TOGETHER and draw attention to the fact the total is the same. 

· Try to count things that can’t be touched such as claps, steps, mouthfuls.

· Encourage your child to say numbers everywhere, challenge them when playing to think about number problems. For example; “ I wonder how many lego bricks you need to make that tower?” or “I hope you can help me find three plates.”

Shape, space and measure

30-50 months:

· Play Guess the Shape. Hide things that have a shape and describe them. Your child has to guess. For example: “It has three sides and three pointy corners, it is the same shape as a slice of pizza!”

· Plan a day or activity and discuss the order things are done in. Use FIRST, THEN, NEXT, AFTER THAT and FINALLY. For example: “First we put butter on the bread, then we find the ham…..”

· Using blocks or lego challenge or child to see what shapes work for which purpose. For example: “which brick would work for a fence?” or “I’m going to use a round block for my window!”

· Ask your child to spot shapes that are the same around the home. For example: “My cheese is a triangle shape, can you spot any other triangles?” or “Both plates are round, circles, well spotted!”

· Using any favourite toy and box or blanket. Ask your child to put the toy inside, next to, behind, on top of, underneath and in front of the other item. If they are unsure model by placing the items in the right place and say “look, now Teddy is under the box”. Try to comment of other household items and there position or things you spot on your daily walk. “Look, the car is next to the garage.”

· Take time to talk about the properties of everyday items, for example: “This is a very heavy melon, the path is very long, your dad has short hair.”
