
1.  MESSAGE  FROM  MRS  BARNES  

 

The John Hampden School Wendover 
 

As we head towards December and the end of the Autumn Term we are all looking forward to the 

enjoyable activities that are a feature of this time of year in an infant school. This week the re-

hearsals for the FS Nativity have stepped up a gear and rehearsals for the KS1 Christmas perfor-

mances are being planned.  The parties and pantomime are almost organized and very soon every-

where you look in the school there will be further signs that Christmas is approaching! 

For the Christmas Performances, please note that you will be entering the hall up steps via a side 

route so please do not even attempt to bring pushchairs into the school. Our pupils and staff work 

very hard to put on these performances and we would ask you, on this occasion, to make alternative 

arrangements for all younger siblings as they can find it difficult to sit still and quietly and can spoil 

the enjoyment for others. Your co-operation would be greatly appreciated. 

The Friends of John Hampden Christmas Fayre is tomorrow - Saturday 25th November, and I am 

sure that will really start to make us feel festive—my thanks to all the FJH committee for demon-

strating, once again, their amazing organizational skills in the run up to this event. Also thanks to all 

the volunteers, governors  and staff who will give up their time to run stalls—we hope to raise lots of 

money so do come along and support us. Last year much  of the money raised by the FJH was used to 

purchase and install new Interactive Boards across the school. Sadly the new funds generated in this 

academic year will need to be put towards filling the hole in the school budget so we can maintain the 

staffing levels we know we need to continue to provide high quality education. We are incredibly 

lucky to have such an active PTA and we truly do appreciate the time and effort that so many volun-

teer committee members provide. Many of them are already very busy people and the staff, gover-

nors and pupils at the school would just like to say a really big THANK YOU for all their hard work. 

Christmas parties are planned for Monday 18th December. We invite the children to come to 

school wearing party clothes and suitable footwear on that day (the children will be going outside at 

playtimes so clothing needs to be appropriate for colder weather). We will be asking you to provide 

your child with their own Christmas party packed lunch on this day rather than the hot meal option 

and, as this is a special occasion, we are happy for them to have any food which you consider to be 

appropriate e.g. sweets, chocolate etc. 

Each year we are amazed by the wonderful lunches that are provided. Lunchboxes are often specially 

decorated, some even contain Christmas crackers or other Christmassy items. 

The Foundation Stage children eat together in the Octagon and the KS1 children join together to 

eat in the hall which is beautifully decorated by the Friends of John Hampden. If we are lucky,  a 

very special visitor usually arrives carrying a big sack of presents while the children are eating! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

Friday December 1st—INSET 

Day 

FS Christmas performances 

9.30 am on 5th & 6th Dec 

KS1 performances 9.30 am on 

13th Dec, 1.45 pm on 14th 

Dec, 1.45 pm on 15th Dec 

Christmas parties in school 18th 

Dec 

Panto in school 19th Dec 

School closes 19th Dec—1.30 

pm 



 
For all schools, ‘Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare’ is a key area. Simply put, if pupils can be 

shown to be safe, happy, settled and healthy, then they are well on their way to being successful, commit-

ted and productive learners in the school setting, regardless of their background or personal circumstances. 

At John Hampden, our teachers, senior leadership team and governors work hard to embed programmes to 

generate positive learning outcomes. 

Close monitoring of attendance, for example, has a direct influence on how well our pupils can learn, and 

we place great emphasis on looking at patterns in this area. Similarly, monitoring and improving healthy 

lifestyles has been proven to effect positive learning outcomes, through physical activity initiatives, 

healthy eating drives, and increasingly important mental health programmes. 

During our Health & Safety Weeks, we have been focussing more and more on mental health in recent 

years, recognising its importance to the well-rounded and happy child. Our now well-established initia-

tives, such as the Friendship Bench, School Council and Cosy Corner represent nurturing opportunities for 

pupils who perhaps need a bit of a quiet time to have a chat or be listened to. Helen Brettell continues to 

provide pastoral support for children, when needed, and as a given we remain alert to any patterns of bul-

lying of any sort. 

Safeguarding is of course critical within a school, and we continually monitor and adjust our initiatives 

and programmes as necessary to ensure a secure ongoing environment for everyone; from our pupils’ per-

spective, this would include personal safety, in person and online. 

Anecdotally, our school receives frequent feedback from visitors on how friendly and well-behaved our 

pupils are, and what a welcoming, well-run and nurturing environment we have in place. Most of all, and 

overarching all of these things, they comment on how happy our children seem to be, and we hope that 

this directly reflects our ‘Loving to Learn’ philosophy. 

Continual improvement is our ongoing aim at John Hampden, and by working with parents and carers on 

all aspects of school life, we would like to think that this indeed happens. To this end, thanks in advance 

for any feedback you feel able to share with us, whether informally or through our regular questionnaires. 

Dr Gordon Wong 

Equalities, Diversity and Community Cohesion Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Governing Body  are always willing to listen to parental queries and to explain in more detail 

what the Governing Body does. They do realise, however, that it may not always be appropriate to 

speak to us at the school gate so please feel free to email the Chair of Governors, James Edley, 

jedley@johnhampdenwendover.co.uk if you would like to raise a matter for discussion or if you just 

have a query about the school.  

2.  GOVERNOR  SECTION  



3. IMPORTANT MESSAGES 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

At this time of the year many pupils wish to send Christmas cards to their friends in the school. We accommodate this by installing two 

Christmas post boxes which will be in position from Monday 4th December. One is positioned in the Foundation Stage Octagon area and 

the other one, for Key Stage One pupils, is positioned near the school office. If your child would like to send some cards this year please 

would you check the envelopes to ensure the cards can be easily sorted and delivered by our Year 2 postmen.  

Each envelope needs to have the name and class name of the recipient clearly written on it.  

Unfortunately we are not able to provide parents with class lists, but I am sure your child will remember the names of their very close 

friends. 

We will encourage all children who bring cards into school to post them in the post boxes because the children are always very excited 

when the Christmas Post arrives in their classroom.  Regular deliveries are made in the days leading up to the end of term. 

The following information may help you with envelope writing! 

 

. 

 

REQUEST FOR CDs 

 

If you have any free sample CDs or CD roms you may have collected in a magazine etc that you no longer require, please could you send 

them into Herons class. Thank you.  

 

FUNDRAISING 

Many thanks for supporting all the recent charity fundraising . Pupils at John Hampden managed to raise £273.62 for Children in Need, 

£227.67 for Red, White and Blue Day and £126.34  for the Poppy appeal. 

 

Adverse Weather Conditions 

 

If we need to close the school this winter due to adverse weather conditions the following procedures will be used to inform parents. 

1. A decision will be made about the school closure by 7.30am. This decision will be based on health and safety grounds, which may include 

not having enough staff at school to supervise our pupils. 

2. By 7.45a.m the school website home page will be updated with closure details. MIX 96 will have been contacted and should announce our 

school closure at regular intervals throughout the morning. The County Council’s website will also list our school closure: 

www.buckscc.gov.uk 

3. If the notices listed above have not been implemented then you are to assume the school will remain open. 

4. With these three methods of communication in place, there should be no need for you to telephone the school asking whether we will be 

open or closed. 

5. Should the school open but need to close earlier than 3.15p.m, we will contact you via text or telephone. 

Please be assured that school closure will always be a last resort.  

It is entirely the responsibility of the parent/carer to decide whether it is safe to travel to and from school in inclement weather 

and we respect the choices you make. As usual please inform the school by telephone or in writing if your child will be absent from 

school. 

 

SICKNESS & DIARRHOEA 

Sadly we have had a number of children suffering with sickness in the last week. Please remember that children should not return to 

school until 48 hours after the last bout of illness. This way we can be sure that your children will not pass on their germs to others.  

Please ensure we have up to date contact numbers for you and any other emergency contacts as poorly children need to be collected as 

soon as possible.  

 

SCOOTER WHEREABOUTS 

 

John Colet School have in their possession a black stunt scooter with blue hand grips and blue/black wheels. If you think this may belong 

to your child please pop into their school office.  

Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 

Caterpillars – Mrs Nelson 

 

Squirrels—Mrs Beattie 

                  

Firecrests – Mrs McNally/Mrs Timms 

Ladybirds– Mrs Mills Hedgehogs – Mrs King Herons – Mrs  Tysoe/Mrs Grimsdell 

Honeybees—Mrs Shrimpton Badgers—Mrs Brannan Red Kites – Mrs Spencer 

                    



4.  C URRICULUM  

 

E-safety is obviously of paramount importance to us and Mrs Shrimpton, our Computing Co-

ordinator, spent time during Safety Week teaching the children about the need to use the 

internet safely. Following this session we sent home our Pupil Acceptable Use Policy. We 

would be grateful if you would remember to send back your signed copy of this document—

it came to you on purple paper! 

For your information our internet rules are displayed next to each computer workstation in 

the classrooms and in the ICT teaching area. The rules were discussed with the children 

and look like this: 

 

 

 



 

This time of the year provides us with a perfect opportunity to develop and enhance per-

formance skills. Tweaks to the timing for the FS and KS1 performances have helped us to 

ensure that every child in the school, from the youngest to the oldest, is given a moment to 

shine on the stage. It is clear that some children have real strengths in terms of their abil-

ity to speak, sing or perform a dance in front of an audience but every child is given the op-

portunity to collaborate and take part.  

 

Schools Linking Project 

We are very excited to inform you that Badgers Class have been accepted to take part in a 

‘Schools Linking Project’ devised by Buckinghamshire County Council. Their class will be 

linked with a Year 1 class from Waterside County Combined School, Chesham. Both classes 

have the same number of pupils who will meet together and explore four key questions:-  

Who am I?  

Who are we?  

Where do we live? 

How do we all live together? 

The children will participate in activities which develop problem solving skills through 

teamwork as well as practical hands-on activities such as circle games to identify similari-

ties between each other. For example, favourite foods, interests in and out of school, what 

games and activities they play with their friends and what clubs they belong to in their 

community, e.g. Judo, Street Dance etc. 

How will the Schools Linking Project work? 

1. The teachers from both classes will discuss the ‘Schools Linking Project’ with their 

classes,  sharing thoughts and ideas. The teachers will meet and pair their children 

up as buddies. Each class will send a whole class photograph to the other school to 

introduce the children to each other. The children will make information passports 

to be sent to their buddies detailing information about themselves, what their fa-

vourite lesson is, their favourite colour and who their friends are etc., to introduce 

themselves to their buddy prior to their first meeting.  

2.  The first link meeting will take place on 28th November, when the children will meet 

up and participate in team building and problem solving activities. 

3.  During the Spring Term Waterside School will visit The John Hampden School for 

more exciting challenges and activities that they will work on and solve together. 

4. Badgers Class will visit Waterside School in the Summer Term for their final activi-

ty and to evaluate their experiences of linking up with children from Waterside 

School.  

Who knows what friendships will be made? 

5.  PUPIL’S SECTION  



 





6.  THE  FRIENDS  OF  JOHN HAMPDEN  

 

 



7.  S CHOOL  IMPROVEMENT  

We aim to keep you fully informed of our actions linked to the school improvement plan. Since the last newsletter we have made progress 

linked to the actions outlined below: 

 

GOAL A: LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT 

The Leadership Team are beginning to work even more collaboratively with the other local primary schools. The Head Teachers are working 

together on a joint project which aims to support some of the most vulnerable children in our schools. Our Governing Boards are also about 

to embark on a joint project to improve their efficiency and effectiveness. 

The building project is now well underway and the new MUGA is almost finished and ready for use at playtimes and lunchtimes. This will 

provide much needed additional hard surface play space. 

Our plans to offer the 30 hour extended free entitlement are now organised and we have the details of all the children who will be starting 

with us in Crickets Class from January 2018. Please contact the school if you know you have a child who is eligible as we may be able to ac-

commodate them in the class. 

 

GOAL B: TEACHING, LEARNING & ASSESSMENT 

Work scrutiny of English and Maths books has been completed by the relevant subject leaders. Marking and feedback continues to be an 

area for development as we recognise that effective feedback is the best way to enable children to make progress. As you looked at your 

child’s work at the recent Consultation Meetings, I hope you noticed the marking symbols being used in your children’s books. These sym-

bols are consistent across the school and pupils are familiar with the meanings of the different marks used by the adults working with 

them. Pupils are also starting to be given time to reflect and respond to the marking and feedback symbols we are using and we can see the 

difference that these opportunities are making. However, we are not complacent and following the work scrutiny of pupil’s books we will 

continue to adapt our policy and practice to raise standards further. 

The quality of the learning environment was monitored following the first half term and class teachers will be given feedback regarding 

strengths and areas for further development.  

To ensure consistency of assessments across the local area our staff recently attended Liaison Group moderation sessions where writing 

from each year group in the schools was shared and agreement was reached on the age related expectations at this time of the school year. 

 

 GOAL C: PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT,BEHAVIOUR & WELFARE 

 

We firmly believe that happy children will learn well but it is equally important that we have a happy and motivated team of adults in the 

school. We are currently looking closely at the data we gained from the annual staff well-being survey and planning actions to address the 

lowest scoring areas. These actions include individual job chats, snap shot observations of staff at work and professional dialogue linked to 

well-being and worklife balance. We are continuing to build regular links with Wendover Junior School and there is a determination from 

the leadership teams in both schools for us to continue in this way. For the pupils it means that there are opportunities to visit one another 

in our respective schools and an example of this is the sharing of the KS1 and Year 3 Christmas Performances which will take place in the 

next weeks.  

GOAL D: PUPIL OUTCOMES 

Subject leaders responsible for the core subjects of English and Maths are required to complete regular monitoring and evaluation activi-

ties. This week our Maths , English and Presentation Co-ordinators, completed their termly work scrutiny of a selection of children’s books.  

This enables us to ensure consistency in terms of presentation, marking & feedback, differentiation and planning across the year groups. 

The findings will be disseminated to staff and strengths and areas for further development will be shared and discussed. 

Last week we received a new style of report from the Government which compares the performance of our school to that of other schools 

nationally. We have spent time analysing this data and comparing it to previous years and other annual attainment and progress measures. 

We are delighted to be able to report that the results data from statutory assessments for 2016-2017 has been judged to be well above 

national figures in all areas—Reading, Writing and Maths. Our Phonics data showed a further improvement and a significantly large number 

of our pupils achieved a good level of development during their time in Foundation Stage.  



 

 

 

 

8.  MISCELLANEOUS  



 






