Interview with Mrs Barnes

What is it like being in charge of the whole school?

We are a bl’g infant school with about 50 memhbers of staff and
up to 330 pupils and m,a,/ang sure that everyone is ha,la,a&/ is
quite a res,aonsLbLLLty. | am Luc/c&/ that | have a great team of
Governors who help me and a Lm[y Delau,ty Head Teacher -
Mrs Parkinson, so | don't do it all on my owm. All the staff at
John /-/am,aden woTk togethzr very well which hzllas a lot.

How did you become a head teacher?

/ spent a Long time b@'mg a classroom teacher, taach'mg all the
different year groups and, ma,/ctng sure | got as much experience
as po*sstb[e about all the different tthgs that goonina

school. Then | had to gain a special qualification (NPQH)
because you couldn't be a head teacher without that. Next,
when the Job | wanted became available | had to app[y forit. |
had to- have an interview- where thzy ask you to- do lots of
tasks, activities and taUang. F inally | got the J'ob./

What do you do in your office all day?

/ try very hard not to- bhe in my office all day because | like tor
see what is going on in the school hut, when | am in my office,
| have a number of tthgs to-do. | slo,erui a lot of time Ialarmmg
and organising terLgs. / gat/uar“ information about how well the
school is doing and see if there are woy's that we can improve.
| have meetings or talk to people on the te/zlo,hm. | use the
computer for my woTk - LUO‘/ang at emails or writing tth,gs like



the newsletter. | also see children who come to show- me their

excellent work - that's the best hit!

What did you want to be when you were a little girl?

| remember wanting to be a teacher from a very young age. /
had a Lmly teacher when | was about six years old and |
rememher wanttng to- bhe like her

How does it feel when you have to talk in front of so many people at
assembly?

TaUang in front of Io,eople is somzth‘mg that you have to do
quite a lot when you are a Head Teacher and you do get wsed
to it. Havmg a govd ,alcm of what you are going to- talk about
/w,Llo,s./ Assemblies at John /—/a.m/o,d,zn are fun hecause the

children do listen and join in bo,au,thuLLH/

How do you organise everything?

| do like to be argarused and, havmg a very thh q/ua['uﬁy Iaéan
of what you want to achieve is a govd way toorganise
How'segc and other ,o,zople. | make a list of jobs to- doeach week
and | try to- start with the most important ones so that

everything is done on time.
What is the best bit of being the head teacher of John Hampden?

The best hit is d,Q,fLrLLtQ,[,H Lzadmg a school with a strong team of
staff and where everyone always tries their hest. Our Iau,lo.LLS
are well behaved and eager to- learn and their parents are very
supportive of the schoot. It feels like a calm, halapy Ia[ace to-
work and to learn and | think that is very important.



Are you proud to be the head teacher of our school?

\/er , Very Iaroud./

Are you always busy?

The honest answer is yes, but | am never too bu,sy to- see
cmybo-dy who needs me. There is a[ways somzth'mg to- do but it
is important to make swre you organise your time to- do the most
important tthgs first.

How do you feel when someone does something wrong?

| feel real[y dLsa,IaIaoirLth that somp,th'mg haplazned which made
them fo7get the Golden Rules.

How do you feel when children come to show you their work?

/ fQQL rQaLLH ,o,rcrud of their achievements and | think it is very
important that the children who come, to feel very slanLaL and,

to- know how- Ia&ased we are with them.

Is it hard being a head teacher?

| think this is one of the most rzward'mg J'ob,s in the world hut
it is alsoa very chal&ngmg j ot at times. | rQaLLH enjoy what [
do and | maély want to do it well so | think that makes it

easier!



