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Useful Information
The children have settled well into the school routines since returning from their Easter break. 

They are very excited about the new term and have already begun to learn their May Day dance for our May Day celebrations.
[image: image1]Please find some information below that we hope will give you an insight into some of the activities that your child will be doing this half term.
English/Topic
The topic is “Living and growing in our World” through which the children will develop a variety of skills in many areas of the curriculum. Work in English will focus on information writing, we will look at lots of different types of non-fiction books to help us with our learning. We shall also continue to focus on presentation of writing. 

Science activities will see us investigating and planting seeds, the children will go on to name and learn about wild and garden plants as well as identifying differences between evergreen and deciduous trees. They will complete practical tasks including investigating and sorting seeds. (if you have any flower or vegetable seeds left over from your own gardens could you please donate them to Y1)
Work in Geography will relate to St George’s day where the children will identify key human and physical features of England on a map and look at related traditions and celebrations. The children will also make a weather diary and compare it with those made in the Autumn and Spring terms in order to emphasise the changing seasons.
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Maths

We have just completed a week on money and will now move on to simple fractions. This will involve doubling and halving different numbers as well finding half and a quarter of a shape and of groups of objects. We will continue to work on using a number line and a 100 square to assist with answering questions. They will complete practical activities and problem solving tasks linked to areas taught. 
Design & Technology 
This term all Year One classes will undertake a sewing project. Children will learn how to thread a needle, choose different coloured felt and create simple stitches. 
RE

The focus is ‘all about me’, we will be looking at how our family and friends influence who we are as well as learning from religious stories to see how they influence how we behave. The children will also listen to some parables from the bible. 
P4C

We will be introducing the philosopher’s took kit to the children during this term. These skills will help them to develop their thinking and reasoning skills. We will continue to focus on developing open ended questions linked to different stimuli which will lead the children to vote for a question to discuss.
PSHE

We will talk about our school values for this half term – independence, perseverance and manners. The children will listen to different fables and tales around the world with a moral. We will also complete activities linked to the whole school focus on relationships. 
Computing
The children will learn how to drag and drop a picture into another place using activities on laptops. We will continue to teach them how to save and then retrieve their work. We will also carry on learning about the importance of e-safety.   
Music

The children are busy learning songs ready for May Day! Mrs Collins will teach the children how to establish and then follow a beat using a variety of percussion instruments. 
Art
We will design seed packets based on real ones and we will also complete observational drawings of spring plants and the inside of vegetables. 
Phonics 

This will continue to be taught daily in Year One and will be referred to throughout all lessons. During these sessions, children are taught to blend to read and to segment to spell. Please continue to practise the spelling patterns in Phase 2, 3 & 5, the school website contains all spelling patterns. The children will continue to practise the phonic patterns linked to spellings sent home each week.  We will also focus on blending to read alien words containing the sounds that they have been taught as well as polysyllabic words.
Year One children will undertake the Phonic Screening Check in June. Please encourage your child to complete the sounds and blending sheets they bring home each week. The words they blend will contain some ‘alien’ or nonsense words to help them use their skills to blend and read (the children are very used to doing this in their daily phonics sessions)
Tricky & High Frequency Words

The children will continue to have the opportunity to practise reading & spelling High Frequency and Tricky words each week in Phonics & Literacy lessons.  
Please help your child to consolidate this learning by practising reading them at home, a few at a time, little and often. You will find them in the front of your child’s reading diary and again on the school website. Once they have learnt to read them, they could move on to spelling them. Children should work towards having instant recall of these words and should not be blending them. Your support with this would be much appreciated.
[image: image4.wmf]Spellings
The spelling tests continue to be delivered on a Friday, and new spellings will be given out for the following week. The spellings are recorded in their spelling book and this will go home for you to see. Please ensure the spelling book is returned ready for Friday’s spelling test. Our phonics focus for the week links to the spellings that the children practise at home. Thank you for helping your child to practise their weekly spellings, again the little and often approach may prove the most successful. 
Reading 
Children will be heard by the Teacher or Teaching assistant each week. Please continue to support your child with reading at home by hearing them read their books and asking them questions to check comprehension. It is important that they bring their reading books to school every day as they are needed in class. 
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Home/School Diary 

We would like you to continue to complete the Home/School Diary on a daily basis. Please ensure you initial the book when you have heard your child read as they will only be able to change their reading books on Mondays and Thursdays if the books have been completed, and signed by you. Please can you help your child to fill in the “smiley faces” daily as this gives us a strong indication of how they feel about their time in school and we can discuss any issues/concerns with them. Teachers will collect the diaries in each week to sign them. If you have written any notes for us in the communication box please ensure your child shows them to the class teacher/teaching assistant on entry. 
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We are pleased to see that most children are completing their homework on time, this is an important part of learning. The work is designed to take about 20 minutes to complete (but if your child is particularly enthusiastic do not take this as a hard and fast rule!)  The books will be given out on alternate Fridays, and should be returned to school by a week the following Wednesday. Please do come and talk to the teacher or teaching assistant if there is a concern with homework. We would encourage you to support your child with their homework as necessary, but would love all recorded work to be their own. Just a reminder that the “discussion” element of the homework does not need to be recorded.
PE
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On a Tuesdays Squirrels, Badgers and Hedgehogs will continue to have lessons taught by a Sport’s Coach. PE lessons also take place on Thursdays. During the Summer term, the children will be completing the unit on Dance in preparation for May Day and then the focus will be on Games, inside and out. Please ensure that your child has an appropriate PE kit for sessions inside and outside – ALL NAMED, this should include jogging bottoms or leggings. Also, please check regularly that their plimsolls or trainers fit properly. Children with long hair should have it tied back on PE days and any children with earrings should come to school with them removed on PE days or should have their own tape to cover earrings themselves before the PE lesson.

Please continue to encourage your child to come into their classroom independently, this helps them to get ready to start their school day. 

As the weather warms up please provide your child with a named sun hat. Coats will still be needed as the children do spend time outside on a daily basis. 
Please, please ensure that all items are named! 
If the weather is very sunny, please apply sunscreen before they come into school, as we are unable to do this for the children.

We encourage children to drink water throughout the day and it would be helpful if your child could bring in a named water bottle (please ensure it does only contain water)

Please do not hesitate to speak to members of the team if you have any concerns or questions, we are all here to help.

Thank you for your continued support and co-operation.

Yours sincerely 

The Year One team
Possible Activities To:

Listed below are some general ideas for activities you can do at home with your child to support their learning. Please encourage your child to bring into school any activities they complete to share with the class. 
· Continue to read a range of stories, poems and information books with your child, encourage them to answer questions about what they are reading and hearing.
· Practise writing numbers as words.
· Practise high frequency and tricky words, play games with the words to help your child learn them (see the class teacher for further ideas if needed).
· Help your child to observe and name different garden and wild plants.

· Ask your child to describe the different trees that they see while out on a walk. 
· Your child might like to tend a small area of your garden, growing their own flowers or vegetables and noticing changes that occur as they grow. We would welcome any photographs of the children involved in planting or observing plants or if they visit an allotment or Garden Centre. 
· Play games such as Shut the box and different board games that involve counting on or back.

· Use packs of playing cards to play find the pair of numbers that make 10 etc. 
· Further ideas for supporting your child with maths are available on the school website. Hard copies can be provided if needed.

Useful websites
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/gardeningwithchildren/
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/resources/ select the 4-7 age range and the area you are interested in (e.g. Maths, science etc.). This brings up a list of relevant activities/games you can choose from depending on your child’s interests.
· http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk a wide variety of ideas for activities to do with your children to help them explore their local area and widen their knowledge of the natural environment.
· www.sciencekids.com
· www.bbc.co.uk.dancemattyping to practise keyboard typing skills which will support our learning in school.
Places to visit
Gardens open to the public (National Garden scheme booklet for information is available at the local library).

 Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford.

Wendover Woods, Ashridge Estate, Burnham Beeches, College Lake.

The Living Rainforest, Berkshire.

The Horniman Musuem, London.

A Garden Centre or Nursery.

�








