
1.  MESSAGE  FROM  MRS  BARNES  

 

The John Hampden School Wendover 
 

It is hard to believe that the Spring Term has ended—Christmas seems a long time ago 

and there are very clear signs that Spring is definitely here. The term has been quite a 

short one but, as always, a busy one. After the break we look forward to welcoming some 

new children to Crickets class—they visited earlier this week and it was good to watch 

them mixing happily with the other children in the group. 

The improving weather at the moment reminds us that summer is just around the corner 

and we will be continuing with our tradition of welcoming the season by celebrating May 

Day. On Friday 28th April at 9.30am we are holding our annual May Day celebration for 

children in Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2. As space in the hall is limited we only 

invite parents of children in Year 2 to watch because Year 1 parents were invited to the 

Harvest Assembly in the Autumn Term – we try to make it fair! Early Years and Founda-

tion Stage parents—your time will come. 

As usual we would ask that Year 2 parents try to make alternative arrangements for 

younger siblings as they often find it difficult to sit quietly through a performance last-

ing just over one hour. If you do have to bring a younger child please would you ensure 

they sit on your lap and if they do start to make a distracting noise take them out of the 

hall until they become quieter. 

On the day, as we are celebrating the fact that summer is approaching, we are inviting all 

the girls in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 to come to school wearing something sum-

mery which is appropriate to dance in. They will not need to bring their school uniform as 

they will wear their summer outfit all day.  Boys in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 

should come to school looking smart in shorts or trousers and a shirt/top. 

Our Year 1 children are responsible for choosing the May Queen and her attendants and 

we will also have a child dressed as the Lucky Sweep. We will put lots of the photos we 

take on the school website so you can share the event even if you are not able to attend 

in person. 
   

Last week I sent a letter that all Buckinghamshire Head Teachers were asked to distrib-

ute to parents to let you know some of the difficulties schools are facing from the budg-

et cuts. I appreciate it is quite long, but the last page has some interesting factual infor-

mation that may explain why schools are so concerned about 

their budgets. I appreciate you taking the time to read it. 

 

Please take time to read Mrs Beattie’s ‘Parking Promise’ arti-

cle in the Miscellaneous section of this newsletter. 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a very peaceful and 

relaxing Easter break and I look forward to seeing you again 

on Tuesday 18th April. 
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17th April—Bank Holiday 

18th April - School opens 

20th April—SATS meet-

ing at 2.30pm 

23rd April—FJH fun run 

28th April—May Day Y2 

parents to watch at 9.30 

29th April—Garden work-

ing party 10-12 

1st May—Bank Holiday 

UPCOMING  EVENTS:  



 

In a few weeks’ time my two girls will find out where they will be going to school in September. For 

any parent this can be an anxious time, hoping that your child will be offered a place at your first 

choice school. For me, there are very mixed feelings. One daughter will be leaving John Hampden for 

pastures new, the other will (hopefully) be starting in Foundation Stage, continuing her John Hamp-

den journey that began in Crickets Class in January. 

 

As a parent governor, I see how the school operates and the constant desire to drive improvement 

in learning outcomes for the children. The trick is maintaining that nurturing feel to the school that 

I loved when I first visited and I can see first-hand the positive developments in my eldest as she 

has progressed through the school and how this has set her up for Junior School. I look back on 

three years of laughter and tears, moments of immense pride and more than a little bit of frustra-

tion (tying her down to do her spellings or homework!). She has grown but is still the same person 

inside with her feet firmly on the ground ready to spread her wings.  

 

Fortunately, I am in a position to start that journey again. I can already see how engaged my young-

est is in the tender care of Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Redman. A different child with a different per-

sonality, but the same desire to be at John Hampden, picking up the rhythms of school life and 

feeding that hunger for knowledge and learning. So with trepidation we wait for April 18th when the 

school places are announced. I know where I want my girls to be come September… Fingers crossed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Ward 

Parent Governor 

 

The Governing Body  are always willing to listen to parental queries and to explain in more detail 

what the Governing Body does. They do realise, however, that it may not always be appropriate to 

speak to us at the school gate so please feel free to email the Chair of Governors, Paul Phillips, on 

p.phillips@johncolet.co.uk if you would like to raise a matter for discussion or if you just have a que-

ry about the school.  

2.  GOVERNOR SECTION 



3. IMPORTANT MESSAGES  

 

USING CUTLERY 

Since Christmas we have been watching the children as they enjoy eating the hot school lunches. We are no-

ticing that some children are struggling to use a knife and fork correctly. We would like to request your sup-

port in encouraging them to use a knife and fork to eat their main course whilst they are with you. They are 

using adult sized cutlery so it would be good for them to practise this at home too. Thank you. 

 

COMIC RELIEF 

Many thanks for allowing your children to participate in this fund raising event. We managed to raise £282.83 

for this worthy cause and it was great to see the children looking so colourful in assembly.  

 

P.E KITS 

During the Easter Holiday we would be grateful if you would check that your child has a complete P.E. kit in-

cluding tracksuit bottoms and a sweatshirt for use outside when necessary. Your child also needs to have a 

correctly fitting pair of P.E. shoes (preferably not laces unless they can tie them themselves!) All kit must be 

named.  Children with long hair should have it tied back and anyone with earrings should have them removed at 

home or be provided with tape to cover them during P.E. sessions.  

 

WATER BOTTLES 

We encourage our pupils to bring a water bottle into school which can be stored on their table and accessed 

when necessary. Bottles must only contain water—no juice or squash as this can become very sticky and is at-

tractive to ants! 

 

ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS 

Just a reminder that we are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers. We will use the vouchers in ex-

change for new outside play equipment. 

 

GARDENING WORKING PARTY SATURDAY, 29th APRIL —10AM—12.00 NOON 

 

We have lots of jobs to do in the school garden to get it ready for the season ahead and 

would welcome any help that parents and their children are able to offer on Saturday, 29th 

April. We will be aiming to start at 10am and refreshments will be provided.  There will be a 

range of jobs to do including: weeding the herb bed and preparing the raised beds in the 

vegetable garden.  Even if you are only able to give up a small amount of your time on this 

day it would be greatly appreciated.  If you are able to bring along a garden fork and spade that would be 

helpful too. If you are interested please could you let Mrs Spencer know via the school office or your child’s 

home school diary. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you. 

 

MEETINGS WITH MRS SPENCER 

Just a reminder that Mrs Spencer is available to speak to parents about any non-urgent school related issues. 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of your child’s academic or social development or any issues relating to 

homework etc. please phone the school office to make an appointment. 

 

UNIVERSAL FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

If you experience any difficulties ordering your child’s school lunch on-line, please contact Chartwells direct 

on 01908 615705 and they will be able to assist you.  Please don’t contact the school office as we are unable to 

assist with the administration of ordering of lunches.  
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4.  PUPIL’S SECTION  

ENTERPRISE WEEK 

The importance of money has been on our minds this week and we were de-

lighted to welcome Mrs Wheals-Brown to speak to the Year One classes 

about the importance of saving money. 

 

Our very grateful thanks for the support you gave the children during our Enterprise Week. Photo-

graphs and a couple of videos from the week can be viewed in the News Section of the school web-

site. The classes all raised lots of money thanks to your generosity and we hope you enjoyed every-

thing your donations went towards. We are in the process of finalising the profit that each class 

made and we will inform you of how each class intends to spend their hard earned money. Here are 

some comments from the children about their Enterprise days : 

 

Crickets class held a cake stall, pop up shop and played games. They made gifts to sell in their pop 

up shop and they also sold plants. They then played a variety of games in their garden. 

I enjoyed doing the till—I had to work out how much money to give to them—Poppy  

We enjoyed having our grown-ups in the classroom. 

 

Honeybees class were selling Easter things. 

I liked cutting the Easter basket out. I got my best scissors and cutted really carefully—Oscar 

I’m looking forward to making the chocolate nests because I like cooking—Tillie 

 

Ladybirds class made chocolate nests in a basket and photo frames with their photos in. 

I liked cutting out and decorating our Easter baskets—Connor 

I liked decorating the Easter cards with feathers—Miley 

 

Caterpillars class taught their family members a zumba workshop. They also played some fun games 

and then had refreshments in the classroom. The children also decorated some biscuits. 

I loved decorating the biscuits—Theo 

I really enjoyed it—it was fun—Chloe 

 

Badgers class had a ‘make and take’. The children chose to make bunny pots for chocolate eggs and 

to decorate cloth bags. They also had a raffle of Easter prizes and made bunting to decorate the 

class room. They all enjoyed their parents coming in to help them make their crafts. 

I was really excited about the raffle prizes—Liberty 

I think the bags will be great for putting Easter eggs in—Jack 

 

Hedgehogs class made Easter crafts that they could sell to their parents. They made bunting, 

Easter cards and ‘chick’ notepads. They also held a fabulous chocolate raffle. 

I liked selling the things I had made to the grown ups—Linden 

I liked making the bunting because we could get really messy with the paint—Eleanor 



Squirrels class put on an afternoon tea and entertainment. 

We enjoyed giving sandwiches, cakes and biscuits to our families and friends—Maddison 

We enjoyed singing a song, telling jokes and telling a story to everyone—Logan 

 

Red Kites class planned a Country Dance afternoon followed by refreshments and an Easter raffle. 

The children made fruit kebabs and prepared the classroom for their guests. Raffle tickets were 

sold and the dancing began. The children demonstrated the first dance and then the guests joined 

in. There was lots of laughter and fun. They then went to their classroom for refreshments, fruit 

kebabs and fruit juice and the raffle was drawn. 

My favourite part was eating fruit kebabs and dancing with our parents. I loved it—Whoooo Yea! - 

Ellie 

The parents got to join in the dance and it was fun and funny because we laughed—Charlie 

 

Firecrests class held an Easter Bonnet Parade which was judged by Mrs Barnes. They also played 

lots of Easter themed games and made Easter tea light jam jars and chocolate krispie cakes. 

I liked making my bonnet and adding my decorations. I felt proud wearing the bonnet during our pa-

rade—Olivia 

I liked showing  my family all the things we made. They really liked our tea light jam jars—

Christopher 

 

Herons class held a ‘Herons Got Talent’ show. They enjoyed practising their talents and learning 

about what everyone likes doing at home. They were really excited to show everyone what we they 

can do.  

I really enjoyed learning about what everyone knew—Hugo 

I really enjoyed practising my talent—Tessa 

 

Eagles class invited the parents to an afternoon of tea and entertainment. They wrote invites and 

then planned what they would cook. Recipe cards were written out and sold on the day along with 

cakes made by the children. A raffle and ‘Guess the eggs in the Jar’ game also proved a success. 

I learnt how to follow the recipe instructions, it was fun making them—Eleanor 

I loved making cakes and loved counting money—Noah 

 



5.  CURRICULUM  

School visits and visitors are an enjoyable and valuable part of the school curriculum. In the last 

two weeks Year One have taken a trip into Wendover, whilst Foundation Stage classes have wel-

comed Walter and a range animals into school. Walter let the children hold many of the creatures 

and we were impressed by how brave they all were! 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 trip to St Mary’s Church in Wendover 

 

Year 1 enjoyed a trip to St Mary’s Church in Wendover on Thursday of last week. The weather held 

and the children were able to spend some time looking at and sketching parts of the outside of the 

church. The classes were fascinated to listen to a talk about the history of the church and how it 

was built. They also learnt about different features including the pulpit, the font and the altar. 

The speaker from the church, Mrs Gosling, was impressed by the range of questions that the chil-

dren asked and how well they listened to the answers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  FRIENDS OF JOHN HAMPDEN  

Spring Run - Sunday 23 April 

Who needs the London Marathon when you have the JHS Fun Run!?! Please Save 

the Date for Sunday, 23 April - the 5km and 10km scenic trail races through Wendo-

ver Woods start at 9.30am and the Kids Fun Run starts at 11am. Entry and sponsor-

ship forms went out in book bags at the beginning of the week. 

Refreshments will be on sale. If you're able to help out on the day, please email  

lulagkirby@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

May Fayre – Saturday 20 May 

We are beginning to plan for the May Fayre (our 2nd largest fund raiser of the year). 

The raffle pulls in the most amount of money but it is such a large ask to get some-

one to pull together all the prizes. We are reluctant to ask parents to donate yet an-

other item for the fair so we are hoping that you could help us out. 

Please could you ask the company that you work for / businesses that you deal with to donate a prize? We 

will publish a list of businesses that have donated. 

If you are able to obtain a prize, please drop the donation into reception for the attention of Helen Hill. If 

you require any more information please do not hesitate to contact me on helenwood30@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Thank you to Rach Jacob for her amazing work as treasurer over the last three 

years. We are looking for a replacement to take over in July. Please drop Rach 

a line if you would like to find out more about what the role entails Ra-

chel.higley@challenershigh.com  

Easyfundraising 

Thank you to our 77 supporters - we’ve raised £953 for the school. If you’ve not signed up yet, please 

click on to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk before you start booking your summer holidays – it’s sim-

ple and costs you nothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates  

Spring Run    Sunday 23 April    

May Fayre    Saturday 20 May 

Bag to School                  Wednesday 14 June 

Summer BBQ                    Friday 7 July 



We aim to keep you fully informed of our actions linked to the school improvement plan. Since the last news-

letter we have:- 
GOAL A: LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT 

April is budget setting time for the school and we are in the process of finalising our expenditure 

for the next academic year. As you are aware the budget situation in Bucks schools is extremely 

tight and we will need to be prepared to make some very difficult decisions in the next few months. 

Staff are consulted when preparing the financial plan and governors hope to ensure that it will sup-

port the school in achieving its goals for school improvement in order to enhance learning. Mrs Grif-

fiths, our Finance Officer, takes responsibility for the day to day running of the school finances,  

assisted by the Leadership Team. 

 
GOAL B: TEACHING, LEARNING & ASSESSMENT 

The week before the Easter break is ‘Assessment Week’ and staff have completed a range of tasks and tests 

with their pupils to measure their progress and to identify the next steps for each child in the key areas of 

Reading, Writing and Maths. 

On Thursday 20th April, Mrs Barnes will hold a meeting for parents/carers to explain the statutory assess-

ment arrangements that are due to take place within the month of May. At the John Hampden School, the 

children are used to being assessed regularly at all stages of their education, and they are always encouraged 

to do their best. As a result of the introduction of the new National Curriculum, end of KS1 tests have 

changed and parents who have older children who completed the old style SATs might be interested to hear 

and see the differences that have been made. Whilst end of key stage tests are important in evaluating the 

success of the school, it is essential that we continue to track the progress made by individuals, groups and 

cohorts throughout their time in the school.  

 
 GOAL C: PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, BEHAVIOUR & WELFARE 

On Monday evening we welcomed new parents and pupils into school. The pupils are due to start in our Early 

Years Class after Easter and they spent two hours with Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Redman before they start in 

April. To make the experience less daunting, Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Redman have met the children as they vis-

ited from their pre-schools/playgroups throughout the second half of term. 

Class Council Circle Time has happened again in the past two weeks. This is where each class were asked the 

same questions and the results were collated. The focus of the discussion this time was behaviour and safety 

and it has been interesting to read the children’s perceptions. Key issues from the Class Council Circle Time 

have been shared with the School Council who are now deciding how they would like to see the Leadership 

Team addressing their concerns.  

 
 

GOAL D: PUPIL OUTCOMES 

Tracking pupil progress is a necessary part of monitoring in the school. Each term, following Assessment 

Weeks, staff give a summative assessment level for each pupil in reading, writing and mathematics. This infor-

mation is used to track progress from one term to the next. It is then possible for us to identify those chil-

dren who are making below, expected or above expected progress. For any child that has not made expected 

progress, teachers are required to identify actions they will take to address any concerns. This careful track-

ing of pupil progress helps us to maintain the high standards of achievement we have come to expect at John 

Hampden. 
 

 

7.  SCHOOL  I MPROVEMENT  



 

8.  MISCELLANEOUS  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOR SALE 

 

Bespoke, handmade small world Fairy House—”A perfect little place for fairies to live” 

£30 each—only 2 remaining 

Contact Jo on 07871 626971 or see the school office during term time 

WANTED 

 

We would be very grateful for any donations of the following :- 

 

Unwanted play tills 

 

Foreign coins 

 

Food packets with labels in different languages 

 

 

 



HARPENDEN BUILDING SOCIETY COLOURING COMPETITION 
 

 

We had a fantastic response and received over 100 pictures and it was very difficult to choose the winners. 

 

The winners have had their pictures returned to them and anyone else who would like their picture back can 

come in to the branch and collect it.  We will keep the pictures until Saturday 8th April. 

 

Thanks again for the schools help in running this competition. 

 

Have a great half term. 

 

 

 
3 Icknield Court, Back Street, Wendover, HP22 6EB 

Tel: 01296 623595 Fax: 01296 696680 














