Year 2
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Useful Information

Please find some information below that we hope you will find useful. 

Topic 
The topic for this first half term is “The Great Fire of London”, with a strong emphasis on History. We will look at the events leading up to and following the fire. An exciting box had been ‘found’ by some of the builders still on the site and Mrs Barnes asked the Year 2 children if they would like to open it. Looking at the items found in the box, the children decided they belonged to Samuel Pepys. Following this discovery, we are focussing on the diary of Samuel Pepys and looking at other sources of information recorded at the time. We will be using ICT to help research the topic leading to a greater understanding of this period in history. The children will also have the opportunity to re-enact events of the day. 
In the Science topic this half term, the children will be learning about Materials and their properties.   

We will also be having an art week at the end this half term based on mythical beasts. 

The children will be participating in art, poetry and music activities and showcasing their work to the rest of the school. 

[image: image4.wmf]
Home/School Diary 
We would like you to continue to complete the Home/ School Diary on a daily basis.  Please ensure you initial the diary when you have heard your child read to enable us to change completed books on Tuesdays and Fridays. We have decided that the children will only bring one reading book home at a time, giving them more time to practise their spellings.  Please also check that your child fills in the “smiley faces” as this gives us a strong indication of how they feel about their time in school and we can discuss any issues/concerns they might have. Teachers will also sign the diaries. If you have written any notes for us in the communication box please ensure your child shows such notes to the class teacher/teaching assistant on entry. Please ensure the children bring their reading books into school every day. 
Homework
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.jpg]


This term we will continue to issue homework on a fortnightly basis. Please remember that the homework should take at least half an hour to an hour, which can either be done during one session or divided into shorter sessions throughout the fortnight.  We expect your child to complete between two to four pages in their homework book. We are looking for careful presentation, so please ensure your child writes in pencil. We also expect all keywords to be spelt correctly in any written work. If for any reason your child is unable to complete the homework set please do come and talk to the teacher or teaching assistant. 
Spellings are set weekly and the results will be sent home the following week. As we also practise the children’s spellings in school, it would be helpful if your child brings their spelling folder into school each day. As well as the weekly spellings, please encourage your child to practise their keywords. We are expecting to see the correct spelling of these words in all their written work.
Daily Maths Challenge
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The daily ‘maths challenge’ is continuing. However, our emphasis is on speed of mental calculation and not relying on fingers and number lines. It gives the children an opportunity to practise and consolidate a variety of numeracy skills including number bonds and correct formation of numbers.

Please continue to provide a range of practical activities to support your child with their numeracy work e.g. cooking (reading scales), shopping, board games and looking at odd and even house numbers etc. 
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PE

PE lessons are on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. PLEASE ensure that your child has an appropriate NAMED P.E. kit for sessions inside and outside.  Also, please check regularly that their plimsolls or trainers fit appropriately. Children with long hair should have it tied back on P.E. days and any children with earrings should come to school with them removed on P.E. days or should have their own tape to cover earrings themselves before the P.E. lesson.
We are very pleased to see so many children coming into school independently. Unless you need to speak to the teacher or teaching assistant we would appreciate your help to develop your child’s independence by encouraging your child to come into school on their own. We are finding that the corridor is congested in the mornings outside the Year 2 classrooms, making it quite difficult for staff and children to move freely along the corridor. Please note the classroom doors are opened to the children at 8.45am. Thank you for your co-operation. 

To help with the daily running of school life please ensure that all your child’s clothing is named clearly. 

Your child may choose to bring a bottle of water into class. Please also ensure that it is clearly labelled and only contains water. 

Thank you for your continued support and co-operation. 

Yours sincerely 

Year 2 team
Possible Activities To Do:
Visit:

· The monument to the Great Fire located in London

· The Fire of London exhibition at The Museum of London

· Visit the Samuel Pepys Memorial in Seething Lane.

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk
For a varity of programs to support your child’s learning visit:
http://www.iboard.co.uk/curriculum.htm
BBC schools have a variety of sites that will help your child in other areas of the curriculum.

For example: Bitesize Maths, Science and Literacy. 
