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In an English Country Garden
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    Useful Information

Please find some information below that we hope you will find useful. 
Topic 
The topic is “In an English Country Garden” with a strong emphasis on Science, Art and RE. We will start off this half term with the science topic of ‘Plants’ looking at the functions of a plant. We will plant bean seeds and watch them grow over the next few weeks. We will also be linking this to Maths as we record and measure their height.  The RE topic is called ‘All about me’.  In our Art session we will be focussing on the natural world. 
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Home/School Diary 
We would like you to continue to complete the Home/ School Diary on a daily basis.  Please ensure you initial the book when you have heard your child read to enable us to change completed books on Tuesdays and Fridays.  Please continue to check that your child fills in the “smiley faces” as this gives us a strong indication of how they feel about their time in school and we can discuss any issues/concerns they might have.  Teachers will collect the diaries in each week to sign them.  If you have written any notes for us in the communication box please ensure your child shows such notes to the class teacher/teaching assistant on entry. 
Homework
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This term we will continue to issue homework on a fortnightly basis. This allows the children to work on and extend the homework as appropriate to their needs. We would expect between two to four pages of homework completed each fortnight. Presentation is still a strong focus and we expect the children to present their work carefully, using a pencil when writing and all high frequency words spelt correctly. It has been interesting to see the range of approaches that the children have used. The homework books are given out on a Thursday and we expect the homework to be completed by the second Tuesday. If for any reason your child is unable to complete the homework set please do come and talk to the teacher or teaching assistant. 

Daily Maths Challenge
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Children are still completing the daily maths challenge and they are now working on more challenging calculations. This is an opportunity for the children to refine their skills of mental calculations. We try and encourage children to have a quick recall of number bonds to support this daily challenge and not to become too reliant on using a number line or ‘fingers’! The children enjoy the daily maths challenge and we have noticed that many children are now using their improving skills during numeracy sessions in class. 
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Please encourage your child to continue to practise spelling the high frequency words. We are expecting to see the correct spelling of these words in all their written work, including their homework. 
A five minute practise daily is so beneficial as this helps to consolidates their learning.

Could you please ensure your child brings their spelling folders to school everyday as they are also given time in school to practise these words.  

We have a spelling test on Fridays and new spellings are given out so their spelling folder must be in school on this day. 
PE
PE lessons are on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure that your child has an appropriate P.E. kit for sessions inside and outside.  Also, please check regularly that their plimsolls or trainers fit appropriately.  Children with long hair should have it tied back on P.E. days and any children with earrings should come to school with them removed on P.E. days or should have their own tape to cover earrings themselves before the P.E. lesson. PLEASE NAME ALL PE KIT.
We have noticed there are many unnamed jumpers, cardigans and coats appearing in the lost property box. To help with the daily running of school life please ensure that all your child’s clothing is named clearly. 

As the weather gets warmer your child may choose to bring a bottle of water into class. Please ensure that it is clearly labelled and only contains water. 

Thank you for your continued support and co-operation. 

Yours sincerely 

Year 2 team
Possible Activities To Do:
· Gardens and local parks and to observe plants and flowers
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk to help with numeracy concepts
For a varity of programs to support your child’s learning vist:
http://www.iboard.co.uk/curriculum.htm
BBC schools have a variety of sites that will help your child in other areas of the curriculum.

For example: Bitesize Maths, Science and Literacy

Top Marks is also a valuable site also covering many different areas of the curriculum

www.topmarks.co.uk/
